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Please add the following new claims: 

--31. A method fois using a computer to facilitate an on-line transactions between a first 
participant and a second participant comprising: 

receiving at the computer a binding offer for an item, said offer identifying said item and 
containing at least a price terms; 

outputting the binaing offer to a plurality of participants; and 

receiving acceptance of said binding offer for said item from a least one of said plurality 
of participants, said computer\processing payment instructions to effectuate transfer of payment 
for said item subject to said binding offer. 

-32. The method of claim 3 1 fukher cpmrirising: 

said binding offer containing^ price and quantity term for said item. 

-33. The method of claim 3 1 whWeiA said payment instruction is credit card account 
information and authorization. . — 

-34. The method of claim 3 1 further comprising: 

blocking a second acceptance of said bmding offer while said first acceptance is pending. 

-35. A system for facilitating on-line electronic Wnmerce comprising: 
a first data storage location for holding a bindmg offer; 

a display process for electronically displaying skid binding offer from said first data 

storage location; \ 

a second data storage location for holding an acceptance of said binding offer; and 
a third data storage location for holding payment information associated with said 

binding offer. 
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--36. A system for facilitating on-line electronic commerce comprising: 
a first data storage location for holding a binding offer; 

a second data storage location for holding an expiration period associated with said 
binding offer; \ 

a display process for retrieving information from said first and second data storage 
location to electronically displaAsaid binding offer and said associated expiration period; and 

a third data storage location for holding an acceptance of said binding offer. 

-37. A system for facilitating on-line electronic commerce comprising: 
a first data storage location for holding an offer for an item; 

a second data storage location fiAholning a counter-offer associated with said offer for 
said items; and / \ 

a display process for retrieving the information of said counter-offer to display said 
counter-offer to a participant associaW with Jai^-effer for an item. 

--38. The system of claim 37 further comprising: 

a third data storage location to hold an acceptance of said counter-offer. 

-39. The system of claim 39 further comprising: \ 

a fourth data storage location for holding payment information associated with said 
counter-offer or said acceptance. \ 

-40. A system for facilitating on-line electronic commerce comprising: 

a first data storage location for holding information om binding offer; 
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a second data srorage location for holding information of a counter-offer in response to 
said offer; and \ 

a notification process to retrieve information about said counter-offer from said second 
data storage location, said notification process providing electronic notification of said counter- 
offer to a participant associated with said binding offer. 

—4 1 . The system of claim 40Vurther comprising: 

a third data storage location for holding payment information associated with the 
transaction. \ 

--42. The system of claim 41 further o^mnrasing: 

a transaction processing program to process payment for said transaction associated with 
said binding offer and counter-offejr. \ 

-43. The system of claim 41 further comprising: 

a notification interface program to proyide electronic mail notification of said counter- 
offer to said participant associated with said offer. 

-44. A system for facilitating on-line electronicVommerce of non-fungible items comprising: 
a first data storage location receiving an offeror a non-fungible item; 
a display process for retrieving information of said offer for said non-fungible items from 

said first data storage location, said display process providing electronic access for the electronic 

display of said offer; and \ 

a second data storage location for receiving acceptance of said offer from a participant. 
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A system for facilitating electronic commerce comprising: 



a first data storage location for holding information about a participant interface program; 

a second data storage location for holding information about an offer; 

a third data storage location for holding information about an acceptance of said offer 
form a second participant; and 

a display process that Retrieves information from said first storage location about said first 
participant interface program ahd electronically publishes said acceptance from said second 
participant to said first participant. 

--46. The system of claim 45 turqier comprising: 

a fourth data storage locatior\holding payment information associated with said offer or 
said acceptance. 

-47. The system of claim 46 further comprising: 

a transaction processor for processing said payment information to effect said transaction. 

-48. A system for facilitating electronic commerce transactions comprising: 

a first data storage location for receiving a counter-offer in response to an offer; 

a presentation program for mapping said mformation from said first data storage location 

to a hyper-text transport protocol presentation format, said presentation format containing at least 

partial information from said first data storage location of said counter-offer; and 

an interface program to receive acceptance of s^id counter-offer from a participant over a 

packet information protocol. 



-49. The system of claim 48 further comprising: 

a second data storage location for holding payment ir^brmation associated with said 
transaction. 
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-50. The system of claim 49further comprising: 

a transaction processor that processes said payment information in response to said 
acceptance received from said participant. 

--51. A system for facilitating electronic commerce transactions comprising: 

a participant interface program to detect the interface program executing at said 
participant terminal, said interface program providing access to a second interface program in 
response to detecting said intettace program executing on said participant terminal; 

a first data storage location for holding information of an offer; 

a second data storage location forjEceiving notification of an acceptance of said offer, 
and y V 

a display program for providing access/ to said notification of acceptance to said 
participant terminal in a presentation format for said second interface program. 

-52. The system of claim 5 1 where rrTsafcrBfferis a binding offer containing at least a price 
term. \ 

-53. A system for facilitating electronic commerce transactions comprising: 

a participant interface program to provide access to said electronic commerce system, 
said participant interface program requiring participant Wormation including participant 
payment information before allowing participant access to said system; 

a first data storage location for receiving an offer fiW said participant; 

a second data storage location for holding said payment information; and 

a third data storage location for holding an acceptance of said participant offer. 



-54. The system of claim 53 further comprising: 

a transaction processor for processing said payment information in response to said 
acceptance of said participant offer. 



-55. A system for facilitating electronic commerce transactions comprising: 

means for interfacing a plurality of users from a communications network to receive and 
present offers; 

means for verifying payment information or account information from said plurality of 

users; 

data storage means for stating offers from said plurality of participants; and 
data storing means for storing payment information associated with said transaction. 
-56. A system for facilitating elec^nic commerce transactions comprising: 

means for interfacing a pli/alityyof participants from a data packet communication 
network; 

means for verifying participWideiwjficaGon information; 
means for detecting participant usr interface programs; 

means for providing access to a new user interface program to said plurality of users; 

means for receiving an offer from a first participant; 

means for receiving acceptance of an offer from a second participant; 

means for storing payment information associated with said transaction. 
-57. A system for facilitating electronic commerce comprising: 

means for interfacing a plurality of participants from a data packet network; 

means for processing a data packet protocol to provide simultaneous access to said 
plurality of participants; 

means for verifying participant information, said participant information including 
payment information; 
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means for storing offers from said plurality of participants; 

means for providing access to said offers from said plurality of participants to other 
participants; \ 

means for participants to accepts offers from other participants; 

means for processing payment information associated with said transaction; and 

means for notifying a participant that an offer has been accepted. 
-58. The system of clainr57 further comprising: 

electronic mail means Vor providing information to said plurality of participants. 

-59. The system of claim 57 further cpmprising: 

mapping means for mappin^infoimation about said offers from said plurality of 
participants to a hypertext transport p\otoccW in a predetermined presentation format. 

—60. A system for facilitatings^lectronib commerpe-fransactions comprising: 

a participant interface means for providing a hardware independent presentation format 
for a plurality of participants in a data packettnetwork; 

a process interface to receive offers from said plurality of participants; 

a verification means to verify payment information for said plurality of participants, said 
system accepting offers from a participant in response to the receipt of payment information from 
said participant; and \ 

offer presentation means for providing access to said offers received by said plurality of 
participants, said offer presentation means providing a stecure connection for a predetermined 
participant to receive said offers. \ 

-6 1 . The system of claim 60 further comprising: \ 

transaction means for processing payment information associated with said offer. 
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-62. The system of claim 59 further comprising: 

said payment information is credit card account information. 

-63. The system of claim 60 wherein said payment information is account information. 



-64. A system for facilitating electronic commerce transactions comprising: 
means for interfacing a plurality of data packet network users; 

means for trackingVccount information for said plurality of data packet network users; 
means for returning ujterest on positive balances in said accounts of said plurality of data 
packet network users; and 



saic 



means for deducting fro: 
in response to accepted offers macfe by saic 



ts from said plurality of data packet network users 
lurality of data packet network users. 



-65. The system of claim 64 
treasury notes. 



/herein interest paid on said accounts is from investment in U.S. 



-66. The system of claim 64 further comprising: 

means for receiving offers from said plurality of data packet network participants; and 
means for associating said offers from sa^d plurality of data packet network participants 

with said account information. 



-67. A participant interface program for participating in an electronic commerce transaction 
system comprising: 

means for receiving offers over a data packet network; 

means for inputting offers over a data packet network; and 
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means for accepting terms of participation in said electronic commerce transaction 
system wherein said teams provide that offers may be unilaterally accepted by participants in said 
electronic commerce transactional system; 

-68. The system of claim 67further comprising: 

means for participants unilaterally accepting offers by processing payment information 
associated with a user offer. 

-69. A system for facilitating electronic commerce transactions comprising: 
means for storing user identification information; 

means for providing a selection of categories to a user of a data packet network; 
means for storing an offer froma user/qf a data packet network; 
means for storing paymein infoipiatiQn from a user of a data packet network; 
means for posting the offer; 

means for notifying a user of an acceptance of an offer; and 
means for processing paymeqt^fon^ation froma user of a data packet network to 
process the transaction. 



-70. A system for facilitating electronic commerce transaction comprising: 

a participant interface application for posting offers over a data packet network, said 
participant interface application providing a hardware independent communication protocol; 

a computer interfaced to said data packet network in communication with said participant 
interface application, said computer providing a hardware independent communication protocol 
for the display of an information at said participant application program; said computer having a 
first data storage location for holding an offer from said participant interface application; 
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a notification program for notifying a second participant of said offer from said 
participant interface application; 

a second data storage location for holding payment information associated with the 
transaction; \ 

a third data storage location for holding an acceptance of said offer from said participant 
interface application; and \ 

a notification program for notifying said first participant of said acceptance of said offer. 

-7 1 . The system of claim 70 further comprising: 

a payment process for processing^payment for said transaction with said payment information 
and terms from said offer. \y^\ I 

-72. The system of claim 7p further said computer having a fourth data storage location for 
holding a counter-offer in response to said offer from said participant interface application; and 
a notification prograik to notify said first participant of said counter-offer. 

-73. The system of claim 70 further comprising said computer having a means for mapping 
said offer from said participant interface application to a hardware independent protocol for the 
display of information of said offer to a second participant. 

-74. The system of claim 70 further comprising: 

a fourth data storage location for holding information of past offers and transactions, said 
computer mapping information from said past offers and transactions to a hardware independent 
presentation protocol for display at said participant interface application. 
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The system of claim 70 further comprising: 
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said hardware independent protocol is a hypertext transport protocol and said data storage 
location is contained in a database. 

-76. A system for facilitating electronic commerce transactions comprising: 

a verification process for granting access for a first level participant to make an offer, said 
verification process requiring, at least a user identification and payment information before 
allowing said first level participant to make said offer, said verification process working in 
conjunction with a data packet nfetwork interface program that provides a hypertext transport 
protocol web page; \ 

a data storage device for holding said offer from said first level participant, said data 
storage device holding at least said firsuevel participant identification and said first level 
participant payment information; / \ 

a communication process for providing access to a predetermined second level 
participant, said communication process providing said second level participant access to said 
offer from said first level participanfc^said commu^ process providing access for said 
second level participant to accept or counter-offer said first level participant offer; and 

a notification process that provides communication of said acceptance or counter-offer 
from said second level participant to said first leve\ participant. 

—77. A system for facilitating electronic commerce Transactions comprising: 

a verification process for granting access for a first level participant to make an offer, said 
verification process requiring at least a user identificatiomand payment information before 
allowing said first level participant to make said offer, said Verification process working in 
conjunction with a data packet network interface program that provides a hypertext transport 
protocol web page; \ 
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a data storage device for holding said offer from said first level participant, said data 
storage device holding a&least said first level participant identification and said first level 
participant payment information, said payment information being credit card information 
associated with the transaction ; 

a communication process for providing access to a predetermined second level 
participant, said communication process providing said second level participant access to said 
offer from said first level participant, said communication process providing access for said 
second level participant to acceptor counter-offer said first level participant offer; 

said data storage device foi\holding said acceptance or said counter-offer from said 
second level participant in response to saickfoffer from said first level participant; and 

a notification process that provides communication of said acceptance or counter-offer 
from said second level participate to sa\d Hrst level participant. 



-78. A system for facilitating\electronic\commerce transactions comprising: 

a verification process for grahting^Gteess-fbfaTirst level participant to make an offer, said 
verification process requiring at least a user identification and payment information before 
allowing said first level participant to make said offer, said verification process working in 
conjunction with a data packet network interface>program that provides a hypertext transport 
protocol web page; 

a data storage device for holding said offer fkom said first level participant, said data 
storage device holding at least said first level participant identification and said first level 
participant payment information, said payment information being credit card information 
associated with the transaction ; 

a communication process for providing access to a predetermined second level 
participant, said communication process providing said second level participant access to said 
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offer from said first levfel participant, said communication process providing access for said 
second level participant to accept or counter-offer said first level participant offer; 

said data storage dWice for holding said acceptance or said counter-offer from said 
second level participant in response to said offer from said first level participant; 

a notification process that provides communication of said acceptance or counter-offer 
from said second level participant to said first level participant; and 

a transaction processor for processing said credit card payment information associated 
with said transaction. \ 

-79. A system for facilitating electronic commerce transactions comprising: 

a verification process for a fiAt levelparticipant to make an offer, said verification 
process requiring at least paymentf mforaiation sufficient to process payment for the transaction 
before allowing said first level participant to make scoffer, said verification process working 
in conjunction with a data packet newDrfrSnferfece program that provides a hypertext transport 
protocol web page, said verification proces&providing secure transport of said payment 
information from said first level participant over said data packet network; 

a data storage device for holding said offer from said first level participant, said data 
storage device holding at least said first level participant payment information sufficient to 
process payment for said transaction; \ 

a communication process for providing access to and verifying authorization of a 
predetermined second level participant, said communication process providing said second level 
participant access to said offer from said first level participant, said communication process 
providing access for said second level participant to accept, counter-offer or reject said first level 
participant offer; \ 

said data storage device further holding said acceptance, counter-offer or rejection from 
said second level participant in response to said offer from saiA first level participant; and 
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a transaction process for processing said payment information associated with said offer 
from said first level participant, said transaction processes invoked in response to an acceptance 
from said second level participant. 

-80. A system for facilitating electronic commerce transactions comprising: 

a verification process for\a first level participant to make an offer, said verification 
process requiring at least paymenftinformation sufficient to process payment for the transaction 
before allowing said first level participant to make said offer, said verification process working 
in conjunction with a data packet network interface program that provides a hypertext transport 
protocol web page, said verification process providing secure transport of said payment 
information from said first level participapto^pr said data packet network; 

a data storage device for holdin/saidpffer from said first level participant, said data 
storage device holding at least said first level participant payment information sufficient to 
process payment for said transaction; \ \ 

a communication process for providing access to and verifying authorization of a 
predetermined second level participant, said communication process providing said second level 
participant access to said offer from said first level participant, said communication process 
providing access for said second level participant to accept, counter-offer or reject said first level 
participant offer; \ 

said data storage device further holding said acceptance, counter-offer or rejection from 
said second level participant in response to said offer from said first level participant; and 

an integrated transaction process for processing said payment information associated with 
said offer from said first level participant, said transaction processes invoked by said second 
level participant to process said payment for said transaction^ 
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